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and one is at a loss to conceive what can come next. Beyond pessimism and the glorification of unreason there would seem to be nothing but nihilism and the worship of the Devil. I have elsewhere, however, said perhaps enough about the views of the absolute given by the pessimistic forms of pantheism.
I may reaffirm, then, that the pretended absolute unity of pantheism always turns out, when critically examined, to be a unity merely in name, and otherwise to be an idol of the imagination, or at least a thoroughly inadequate explanation of the universe. The fact that such unity, just because arbitrary and fictitious, can be conceived of, however, in a great variety of ways, is one of the main sources of the strength and permanence of pantheism speculatively considered. The system is a very Proteus. In any one form it is weak ; but when worsted in one form it can readily appear in another, and the struggle must be renewed. Or, to change the figure, it is an enemy which is neither strong in attack nor in direct defence, but which is skilled in the art of retreat and possessed of numerous cities of refuge. None of these cities stands a long siege ; but when one of them is taken the conqueror has often the mortification of seeing another behind it, where his old enemy is blowing trumpets and waving flags, as if he had been gaining a victory instead of suffering a defeat.